Llamedos — Our first boat !

Wr:. never set out to })UH a boat, well not one the size of ]_lamcd@s. (:)n that dag
our intention was to drive down to C:i'zichcstcr and the W|ttcrinf‘5 as we were
t‘hlnking of Euqing a small Propc‘:r’tq which we could use at the weekends. We

could then have a small boat to go out Fis]’)ing etc.

Wr‘: noticed the entrance to C:Iﬁici'zcﬁtcr fV\arina and a ti’tought crossed our
minds. W]’)at if we bougi’zt‘ a boat which was big cnough to :,leeP on ox-'ernight ?

T hen we wouldn't need to butj a property thus kizling two birds with one stone !

We went into the ]:?rC)L’.c':rage office and cxPlaincdl our rc.ciuircmcnt and it)udlgct.
—rfﬁc first boat t’l’ICLj showed us was a bit shabbq and smelled of damp and
Pctraz. We had no exPcriencc of bu&j:’ng or owning boats, but this did not feel
rigi’tt. Wc viewed a few boats and then thmj showed us l_za medos. —r}ms‘. was

about the rig,ht‘ size, was clean and tidy, did not smell of Petrol and felt rzglﬁt.

T_Ecn followed our initiation into the boat !Duijmg process. \’,ou do notneed a
licence, qL.l;alif;icaatiC)lﬁ or cxPcrience to take a boat to sea. You do need
insurance to Lc‘:cP a boat in the marina, at least third party to {;inanciallf} protect
other boats in case of accident. T]’)C onlfg licence you need is for use of a V™
Radio which rcquircs training and a certificate of competence. ]t is advisable to
have the boat SLII'\»’EEJCCJ Primari]g to ensure that the hull is sound and the cngine

WO rics.

\\/C)u agree a price and you then have a contract subject to SL.lr\»'eLj and 5@3
S y 5

—rriaz. Within a couP]e of weeks you can be the Proud' owner of a boat and head

out to sea.

And that is r:xact]tj what we did !




Chichester Marina

C}n‘chestcr Marina is situated in a large
conservation area known as C;hichcstcr }ﬂarbour.
\Nc were fortunate to be able to secure the berth
a[ong with Llamcdos. Thc former owners boug}nt a
sail boat which ti‘)cy kcpt on the same pontoon. This
was quite Handy for any Fo”ow~uP information and
advice. ]t was also a 5ign that t]wcg were not trylng to

hide anfjt}'ling

Wc SPCI‘\‘L‘ ELU} comfortable niglﬂts on board
listening to the c|in!<ing of the sail boat rigging

against the masts.

[~ ntrance to the marina is t!'xrouglw a sea lock which
would operate at times of low tide in the harbour. At
times of l‘xigl‘lcr tide tlﬁeﬂ would leave the lock open
and the flow in and out was controlled I:>9 traffic
]ig]’lts — this was known as [Free-[Flow. When the lock
was in oPcration, you had to call up for a slot At
Pcak times, this could mean bcing on alist of 20+
boats and it could take 45 minutes to get out.

C;oming back in could mean waiting in a queue out in

the aPProaclﬂ for 20 minutes and it could be a bit

Precarious trying to hold your Position in wincJL)
conditions. T his was one feature we did not miss

when we later moved Llameclos up to the Thames.

T he marina has excellent facilities — toilets, showers,
chanc“crg, boat enginccrs :—md a grcat

restaurant/bar - we were very haPPL_j there.




Chichester Harbour

Chichester [Harbouris a largc conversation area
with much wildlife. T he joumcy from the marina
entrance to Cl"lllcl'TCStC;r Bar (whcre the harbour
area meets the Soleﬂt) is five miles. At a maximum
sPccc[ of 5 knots, this means it takes an hour to
complcte the triP,, sometimes [onger dcpcnc’ing on
how many recreational dinglﬁg sailors you have to

navigate around.
S

Altl’mough that part was an inconvenience,

cspccia”Lj as time out Ijoating was limited IDL) tldcs,

the harbour did Providc an area for f)oating when
the weather was too inclement for vcnturing out

into the roug}ﬁ scas of the Solcnt

Also situated in the harbour was an area known
as [~ ast Head. Tlﬁis isa sandq outcrop near
West Wittcring where many boats would anchor

and Picnic on sunny summer daLjs.
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Afghans

_.__!Er'.ni and ]i':;_-:'v.' were down one weekend.

1".-"\".-: W e ::r'.i-.:-_ler'.‘s»-: alternoon drinks l;":li—'..‘:lllrs{,

about our r'.::il:g{j'll':i.s-:u':-'- on the I’_"-.lel‘l.ll.!'-.ilﬂ.

‘I1_-_ then mentioned that she'd :=.-F1c.:-ll¢:-'_‘| an

,.af!lll:.lﬂli'l'.ar'. on a boat |'.|‘.|."I"_'1': E= L T |:r'-.:-n| LIS,

..__!Cr'.ﬂi has a look of harror on her Face

"What 7 A terrorist 7

[ rno ____!1"_'r'.'.1i —adog !




Easter, only just

(jnc E_.;Slcr we were plmmmg a lnp to the
|sle of Wight to see the family. T he boat
was baf.l.g in the water alter the winter and
the engines had just been serviced, T}ﬁc

] § ]
weekend before we went down to make sure

ev crqth:ng was in y,l;«.)ud \A'uanu; order.

We went tlﬂruu‘g:h the lock and were five
minutes out into the harbour when we
noticed a ‘rurm_q smell The temperature
gauge for one of the engines was slm_nwmg
}11_}{}1. \r\"c ’uul&CG‘ l)clﬁmd dnﬂl :‘»mukc was

Ly
coming out the back !

( -;rnh;ml shut down that engine and we
tumed around to head back to the marina.
Thxs was lrxc,!(f; because the power steenng
on such a boat thqur‘m‘.d b_L, one of the

engines — the engine that was not wuer_;.(

\,‘\"c m;mngcd to Ilan back on one engine
and moorec upto the jetty outside the lock.
An engineer was called and discovered that
a connector which allows the water to
CH'C'UL!'.L‘ Ill'u.‘: C.L)Ul ll’\c CW!LIHC ;'Ifh. \\'():‘L(:CJ

loose thus causing, the ov cr}m;atnng

! : : :
\'\-C h;m Pl‘uba[ﬁm bccn seCOonas away trom
: I
an engmne kFre —not Z£00aq, Cr'v‘[‘CCl.‘.{l:t’ ona
1

boat Full of Pc‘h'u‘ : ,»\{ least it was sorted

before r:_aslcr the "LJ“LJ\\’IH?" weekend.




The Solent

(jn another venture to the lsle of Wight to
see f:amillg, we aPProaclﬁcd chbridgc un]ﬁ
to discover that there was nowhere to moor
up. Wc ended up }wavmg to return to
C,hiclncster very disaPPointed.

The next Clay we boug}wt a Dinghy and an
Out[ooarc{ so that in future we could at least

anchur and gct ashure.

Ohne time we were off Rgde and decided to

stoP for a bit of lunch and some {:ishing.

We d'ulg droppea' anchor and settled down
for a bit of relaxation. Fee took the

oPPor‘tunitH to stud}j the seca c!‘wart.

lt was then that she discovered we were
anchored where we should not be. Thcre

was an un(_*lcrgrouncl cable clircctlg below us.

Needlcss to say, we were extra careful as
we raised the anchor and moved off

shccping.




Engine Failure

During one Winter when we did not take
the boat out of the water, one of the
engines seized up and would not start at all.
A change of spar‘.( Plugs and batteries did

not hCIP
Mr Doqlc came to the rescue.

C)nc evening, a co”caguc engine mechanic

more used to working on f:urmula ()ne cars

was dcspatchcd to Cl}ﬂchcstcr. ln the space

of an hour or so he had complctclg striPPcc{
down. cleaned and rebuilt both starters and
alternators. Sc)mcthing we were cxtrcmcl_q

ra thul *jo 6
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Fishing on

C)ne of our last triPs was a Fislﬁing
expedition. Aﬁtcr sPcndmg two hours going

up and down the So|cnt without even the

usual dog“:ish, we Fina”L} hit on a shoal just

before going back over C,Iﬁichcstcr Bar.

Wc must have caught twelve or more fair

sized mackerel in the space of a few minutes.

That gave us somctlwing to eat for a few
& &

c‘laﬁs !

Llamedos




Time to move Llamedos

After many enjoyable adventures on Llamedos around the
Solent, we decided that we weren’t getting as much use as
we had hoped. It was taking an hour and a half each way to
drive between Weybridge and Chichester. This was before
the Hindhead Tunnel was built.

So we made the decision to have Llamedos transported up
the Thames and moored at Shepperton Marina.

All boats have to be registered on the Thames and each boat
must have a unigue name.

There was already a Llamedos registered so it was

Goodbye Llamedos
and

Hello Ice Penguin



